
Minutes of Joint Policing Committee Meeting held in the Council Chamber, 
Aras an Chontae, Longford on 

Monday, 30th September 2019 at 3.00 p.m.
PRESIDING:
Councillor Seamus Butler.
PRESENT:
Councillors -   John Browne, Joe Flaherty, Gerry Hagan, Martin Monaghan, Garry Murtagh, , Peggy Nolan, 
Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross and Gerry Warnock. 


Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive.


Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Senior Executive Officer.

Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.

Chief Superintendent Tony Healy.


Superintendent Jim Delaney.


Inspector Dave Jordan.


Inspector Adrian Flynn.

APOLOGY:- 


Councillors - Micheal Carrigy and Turlough McGovern.




Deputy Robert Troy.

MEETINGS

ADMINISTRATOR: 
Anne Lee.  
ADOPTION OF MINUTES. 
On the proposal of Councillor J. Browne seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the minutes of Joint Policing Committee meeting held on the 29th July 2019, as circulated.
MATTERS ARISING.

None.
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS. 

None.

GARDA REPORT

Operation Stola.

Superintendent Jim Delaney informed the meeting that the Gardai have carried out over  1,000 proactive policing engagements over the past three months as part of ongoing efforts to curb a major upsurge in violence between feuding families. These have included Stop and Search operations, patrols, intelligence lead drives, arrests including checkpoints, both armed and unarmed.  
Superintendent Delaney also briefed the members on the following –

· Drug detections.

· Robberies. 

· Critical incidences.

· Public safety and community engagement. 

· Road safety/Road Traffic Management.
· Multi agency checkpoint on N5.

· Community policing. 

· Assaults on members of An Garda Siochana.

· Renovation of Longford Garda Station.

· Gardai Awards.

Supt. Delaney referred to an incident which took place near the railway station in Longford town when a young woman was assaulted and the courageous action of a young man who came to her assistance.  Supt. Delaney suggested that the young man be invited to the next JPC meeting where he could be recognised for his bravery and this was unanimously agreed by the members.
The members of Longford Municipal District informed the meeting that an update was given at the last Longford Municipal District meeting regarding CCTV in Longford town.  It was agreed at that meeting that the CCTV system be extended to Ballymacormack Graveyard.  It was further agreed by the M.D. members at that meeting that a letter be forwarded to the Minister of Justice requesting that a National Fund be established for the provision of CCTV cameras and that a special case be made for Longford and that the Minister be requested to meet a delegation from Longford MD regarding funding for CCTV.
The need for additional Garda resources was again emphasised by both the Gardai and the members of the Joint Policing Committee.
The following issues were raised by the members  -

· Proposed works at Ballymahon Garda Station.. 

· Proposed operational changes in the Division and post of Superintendent in Longford Areas
· Proposed new armed Response Unit based in Cavan. 

· Drugs Unit.
Chief Superintendent Healy briefed the members on the new Garda Divisions and agreed with the members regarding the need for increased visibility of the Gardai, particularly in Longford town. 

Councillor S. Butler informed the meeting that he wrote to Anne McMahon, Deputy Commissioner, seeking additional garda resources for Longford town and read the response he received to the meeting.
Inspector Dave Jordan gave an update on the following –

· Garda assaults in Granard.

· Burglaries.

· Public order offences.

· Drink Driving detections.

· Community policing.

· Feuds.

LOCAL AUTHORITY REPORT.
C. Murphy provided an update on the following –

· Funding Programmes.

· Property Marking Machine.

· Provision of new Playground in Cullyfad.

· Longford Sports Partnership programme.

· Work of the Regeneration Department in Longford County Council. 

· Unfinished Housing Estates.

BRIEFING IN RELATION TO PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES.

J. Brannigan briefed the members of the JPC on the following and the Local Authority’s activities in relation to same  -

· Scrap metal -  illegal activities in relation to collection.

· Litter Fines.

· Illegal disposal of household waste.

· Illegal dismantling of cars.

· Illegal disposal of construction waste.

John also gave details regarding the Derelict Site procedure operated by the Council. 
UPDATE ON LONGFORD JOINT ACTION PLAN.

Mr. P. Mahon, Chief Executive, briefed the members on the ongoing improvements in the Ardnacassa area in relation to public lighting, CCTV, litter/dumping issues, dog control/animal welfare, neighbourhood watch, estate clean up and management of vacant houses. 
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRPERSON OF JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE.
Deferred to next meeting.
ARRANGEMENTS FOR 2019 JPC PUBLIC MEETING.
The 2019 Joint Policing Committee Public Meeting will be held at 7.30 p.m. on Monday, 18th November 2019 in Granard. The theme of the meeting will be “Crime Prevention”.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING.
Monday, 2nd December 2019.
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This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: 



             Anne Lee,

              Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Joint Policing Committee Meeting held on the 

2nd December 2019.
Signed:   __________________

               Chairperson.[image: image1.jpg]
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